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SATAN’S CHURCH EXPOSED
David Harris

INTRODUCTION1

The Church of Satan was conceived in the mind of one depraved
man, Anton LaVey, and came into existence at the insistence of a circle
of his friends, who suggested that he had the basis for a new religion.
Much of LaVey’s thinking and religion came from his “life experi-
ences”—working in carnivals, reading “dark occult literature,” his
musical talent, and having supposedly worked as a “psychic investiga-
tor” for the San Francisco police department. As far-fetched as it may
seem, the Church of Satan is “alive and well” today. According to the
Church of Satan, there are many Satanists around the world. Although
exact numbers have never been released, it has been estimated that the
number of adherents is in the tens of thousands. In the exposition of the
Church of Satan, we will see that what it espouses has no authoritative
consistency. Instead, it engages in circular reasoning, which is often
seen in ill-equipped, misguided peddlers of false doctrines.

THE HOW, WHEN, AND WHERE
OF THE CHURCH OF SATAN

Satanism is a religion and philosophy founded in 1966 by Anton
LaVey. Its ethical teachings are based on individualism, self-
indulgence, and “eye for an eye” morality, with influence from
Friedrich Nietzche and Ayn Rand, while its rituals and magic
draw heavily from occultists such as Aleister Crowley. Borrow-
ing Crowley’s terminology, its adherents define Satanism as a
“Left-Hand Path” religion, rejecting traditional “Right-Hand
Path” religions such as Christianity for their perceived denial of
life and emphasis on guilt and abstinence. Unlike traditional
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Satanism, it does not literally worship Satan, but rather uses
“Satan” as a symbol for people’s natural inner desires.2

Peter H. Gilmore, who was appointed to the position of High Priest
in the Church of Satan in 2001 writes:

Anton LaVey dropped out of high school to hang around with
hoodlum types and gravitated towards working in the circus and
carnivals, first as a roustabout and cage boy and later as a
musician, His curiosity was rewarded through “learning the
ropes” and working an act with the big cats, and later assisting
with the machinations of the spook shows. He became well-
versed in the many rackets used to separate the rubes from their
money, along with the psychology that lead people to such
pursuits. He played music for the bawdy shows on Saturday
nights, as well as for tent revivalists on Sunday mornings, seeing
many of the same people attending both. All of this provided a
firm, earthy background for his evolving cynical world view.
When the carnival season ended, LaVey would earn money by
playing organ in Los Angeles area burlesque houses. Moving
back to San Francisco, LaVey worked for a while as a photogra-
pher for the Police Department, and during the Korean War,
enrolled in San Francisco City College as a criminology major
to avoid the draft. Both his studies and occupation revealed grim
insights into human nature.
During the 1950’s, LaVey supplemented his income as a
“psychic investigator” helping to investigate “nut calls” referred
to him by friends in the police department. These experiences
proved to him that many people were inclined to seek a supernat-
ural explanation for phenomena that had more prosaic cause. His
rational explanations often disappointed the complainants, so
LaVey invented more exotic causes to make them feel better,
giving him insight as to how religion often functions in people’s
lives.
Through his “ghost busting,” and frequent public gigs as an
organist, including playing the Wurlitzer at the Lost Weekend
cocktail lounge, LaVey became a local celebrity and his holiday
parties attracted many San Francisco notables. From this crowd
LaVey distilled what he called a “Magic Circle” of associates
who shared his interest in the bizarre, the hidden side of what
moves the world. As his expertise grew, LaVey began presenting
Friday night lectures summarizing the fruits of his research. In
1965, LaVey was featured on The Brother Buzz Show, a
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humorous children’s program hosted by marionettes. The focus
was on LaVey’s “Addams Family” life style—making his living
as a hypnotist, psychic investigator, and organist as well as on
his highly unusual pet Togare, a Nubian lion.
In the process of creating his lectures, LaVey was led to distill
a unique philosophy based on his life experiences and research.
When a member of his Magic Circle suggested that he had the
basis for a new religion, LaVey agreed and decided to found the
Church of Satan as the best means for communicating his ideas.
And so, in 1966 on the night of May Eve—the traditional
Witches’ Sabbath—LaVey declared the founding of the Church
of Satan as well as renumbering 1966 as the year One, Anno
Satanas—the first year of the Age of Satan.3

If one adds the age of our Lord at His fleshly death upon the cross
(i.e., 33), to the year LaVey established his church, we come up with
the institution of the Church of Satan and the first year of the “Age of
Satan,” 2000 years too late to be of any significance. Of course, no
religious organization would be complete without a source of authority,
and soon the book used by Satanists was born.

By the end of 1969, LaVey had taken monographs he had
written to explain the philosophy and ritual practices of the
Church of Satan and melded them with all of his philosophical
influences from Ayn Rand, Nietzche, Mencken, and London
along with the base wisdom of the carnival folk. He prefaced
these essays and rites with reworked excerpts from Ragnar
Redbeard’s Might is Right and concluded it with “Satanized”
versions of John Dee’s Enochian Keys to create the Satanic
Bible. It has never gone out of print and remains the main source
for the contemporary Satanic movement.4

California, with all of its glitter, attention of the press, and
television opportunities, was a fertile environment for the creation of
such an institution as the Church of Satan.

LaVey began the dissemination of his philosophies with the
release of an LP album entitled The Satanic Mass. This album
featured a cover graphic named “Sigil of Baphomet:” the goat
head in a pentagram, circled with the Hebrew word “Leviathan,”
which has since become the symbol of Satanism all over the
world.
In addition to the actual recording of a Satanic ritual, side two of
the LP had LaVey reading excerpts from the as-yet- unpublished
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The Satanic Bible, over music by Beethoven, Wagner, and
Sousa. His Friday lectures continued and he instituted a series of
“Witches’ Workshops” to instruct women in the art of attaining
their will through glamour, feminine wiles, and the skillful
discovery and exploitation of men’s fetishes.5

THE ORGANIZATION OF THE CHURCH OF SATAN
The Magic Circle / Order of the Trapezoid

Blanche Barton occupies a very strategic part of the Church of
Satan in that she was LaVey’s “live-in-lover” and the mother of one of
his children. She was appointed by LaVey as a co-conspirator and High
Priestess. Barton, who succeeded as the head of the Church of Satan
after LaVey’s death, writes:

From the early 1950’s, Anton LaVey explored some of these
idea, eventually gaining a reputation as a powerful black
magician and San Francisco character. Others who felt aligned
with his philosophy gravitated to him, gathering in his notorious
Victorian “Black House.” In accordance with LaVey’s explora-
tions of demonic geometry, they took to wearing an odd-shaped
black and red medallion adorned with a bat-winged demon and
formed a group called the Order of the Trapezoid, which later
evolved into the governing body of the Church of Satan. Those
who attended LaVey’s soirees always comprised an array of
professions and pursuits: “the Baroness” Carin de Plessen—who
grew up in the royal Palace of Denmark, Dr. Cecil Nixon—
magician and eccentric extraordinaire, underground film-maker
Kenneth Anger, as well as artists, attorneys, doctors, writers, and
law enforcement officers. City Assessor Russell Wolden might
share the room with anthropologist Michael Harner with writer
Shana Alexander. A ship’s purser might be seated next to a
deep-sea diver, a dildo manufacturer next to a plastic surgeon. A
famous tattoo artist, the grandson of a U.S. president, the owner
of one of the world’s largest collections of Faberge artifacts—all
attended LaVey’s get-togethers. The field of fantasy and science
fiction personages alone yielded the likes of Anthony Boucher,
August Derleth, Robert Barbour Johnson, Reginald Bretnor,
Emil Petaja, Stuart Palmer, Clark Ashton Smith, Forrest J.
Ackerman, Fritz Leiber Jr. To name a few, into LaVey’s circle
of magical compatriots.
LaVey wanted to establish something new, not strict doctrines
awash with attitudes of blind faith and worship, but something
which would smash all concepts of anything that had come
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before, something to break apart the ignorance and hypocrisy
fostered by the Christian churches. Something, too, that could
free people to apply the black magic he and his Magic Circle
were using. Anton became convinced he was learning methods
to harness the dark forces which cause “a change in situations or
events in accordance with one’s will which would, using
normally accepted methods, be unchangeable,” as LaVey defines
magic.6

His followers believe, as LaVey expanded and refined his formulas
for the Magic Circle rituals, he began receiving precise results such as
professional advances, unexpected rewards, monetary gains, sexual or
romantic satisfaction, and the elimination of certain enemies. LaVey
and his Magic Circle believed that he had indeed tapped into that
“Mysterious Dark Force of Nature.”

There was the magic—and there was a workable philosophy to
go along with it. It was a down-to-earth, rational, bedrock
philosophy that emphasized the carnal, lustful, natural instincts
of man, without imposing guilt for manufactured sins. To break
apart the crust of stupidity and irrationality fostered over the past
2000 years, LaVey knew it was necessary to blast its very
foundations. His ideas could not be presented as just a “philoso-
phy”—that would be too easy to pass off or overlook. LaVey
would blasphemously form a religion and, even more, he would
call his organization a church, consecrated not in the name of
God but in the name of Satan. There had always been a Satanic
underground, centuries old, but there had never been an orga-
nized Satanic religion, practicing openly. LaVey decided it was
high time there was.7

LaVey is called “The Black Pope” by many of his followers, and
he was the High Priest of the Church of Satan. Barton became his
helpmate, co-conspirator, High Priestess, live-in-lover, and best friend.

According to LaVey’s wishes, Barton succeeded him as the head
of the Church after his death. In 2001 she passed the position to
Peter H. Gilmore, who by then had been a longtime church
administrator and member of the Council of Nine. In 2002,
“Magistra Barton” exchanged her position as High Priestess with
Gilmore’s wife, “Magistra Peggy Nadramia,” another veteran
administrator who was serving as chair of the “Council of
Nine.”8
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The Department of the Army pamphlet NO. 164-13, has recognized
the Church of Satan as an official religion and has a handbook for their
chaplains. In it they give the requirements for leadership within the
Church of Satan. The Department of the Army pamphlet instructs the
following:

The Priesthood of the Church of Satan is not comprised of
individuals who are necessarily adept in the performance of
rituals, though pastoral and organizational abilities are not
minimized. The rank of Priest is conferred on those who have
achieved a measurable degree of esteem or proficiency and or
success; one’s level of membership within the Church is
commensurate with his/her position outside the Church. Hence
a respected career soldier or Commissioned Officer in the Army
might qualify, though be totally uninvolved with group activity.
This form of stratification determines the leadership and selects
the governing body of the Church. Rituals are conducted by a de
facto priest i.e., a celebrant member who has evidenced a
working knowledge of and ability to conduct services and is
authorized by the Central Grotto.9

Anyone can conduct a ritual, but a priest is required for group worship.
THE CHURCH OF SATAN AND ITS “WORSHIP”

LaVey said: “Every man is a god if he chooses to recognize himself
as one.”10 According to High Priest Gilmore: “We Satanists owe him
[LaVey] our gratitude for symbolically opening the adamantine gates
of Hell, by giving form and structure to a philosophy that names us as
the Gods of our own subjective universes.”11

The practices of the Church of Satan involve “self-will-worship”
and magic. This is thought to be something new and fresh according to
Satanists, but this kind of worldly thinking has been going on since
Genesis 3, where the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the
pride of life took control of Adam and Eve.

As far back as the time before there were Kings in Israel, “[E]very
man did that which was right in his own eyes” (Jgs. 17:6; 21:25). This
has been a problem with people since God gave instructions on how to
live and please Him. Man has been obstinate in receiving instruction on
how he must live and how he must worship the one and only true God.
Man, through his own lusts and covetousness, which is idolatry (Col.
3:5), has wanted to be free from any kind of restriction. The Church of
Satan has the world’s solution to the long-lived problem of submission
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to God—religious organization where every member is his own god
and can worship as he pleases, and to please himself.

The Satanic Bible states:
The highest of all holidays in the Satanic religion is the date of
one’s own birth. This is in direct contradiction to the holy of
holy days of other religions, which deify a particular god who
has been created in an anthropomorphic form of their own
image, thereby showing that the ego is not really buried. The
Satanist feels: “Why not really be honest and if you are going to
create a god in your image, why not create that god as yourself”
Every man is a god if he chooses to recognize himself as one. So
the Satanist celebrates his own birthday as the most important
holiday of the year.12

There are two other major Satanic holidays. Walpurgisnacht
(named after a nun who was the niece of St. Boniface), actually the
spring equinox, is celebrated on April 30th. The other major Satanic
holiday, Halloween—All Hallow’s Eve, or All Saints’ Day—is
celebrated on October 31st. The solstices and equinoxes are also
celebrated as holidays, as they herald the first day of the seasons. Five
to six weeks after these days the legendary “Satanic revels” are
celebrated.13

The Satanic Bible has a section on the “Theory and Practice of
Satanic Magic.” Readers are given the definition and purpose of this
part of the religious practice. Explaining these, this text says:

The definition of magic, as used in this book, is: “The change in
situations or events in accordance with one’s will, which would,
using normally accepted methods, be unchangeable.” This
admittedly leaves a large area for personal interpretation. It will
be said, by some, that these instructions and procedures are
nothing more than applied psychology, or scientific fact, called
by “magical” terminology—until they arrive at a passage in the
text that is “based on no known scientific finding.” ... Magic is
never totally scientifically explainable, but science has always
been, at one time or another, considered magic.14

There is an attempt to show a difference between “White Magic”
and “Black Magic.” LaVey says that there is actually no difference at
all except for the “smug hypocrisy, guilt ridden righteousness, and self-
deceit of the ‘White’ magician himself.” “White Magic” is supposed to
be used for “good” purposes, and “Black Magic” is used for self-
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aggrandizement, personal power, and “evil” purposes.15 LaVey
continues:

Magic falls into two categories, ritual or ceremonial, and non-
ritual or manipulative. Ritual magic consists of the performance
of a formal ceremony, taking place, at least in part, within the
confines of an area set aside for such purposes and at a specific
time. Its main function is to isolate the otherwise dissipated
adrenal and other emotionally induced energy, and convert it into
a dynamically transmittable force. It is purely an emotional,
rather than intellectual, act. Any and all intellectual activity must
take place before the ceremony, not during it. This type of magic
is sometimes known as “Greater Magic.” Non-ritual or manipu-
lative magic, sometimes called “Lesser Magic” consists of the
wile and guile obtained through various devices and contrived
situations, which when utilized, can create “change, in accor-
dance with one’s will.” In olden times this would be called
“fascination,” “glamour,” or the “evil eye.”16

Apparently learning to effectively utilize the command “to look,”
is an integral part of the witch’s or warlock’s training. The claim is
made that in order to effectively manipulate a person, one must first be
able to attract and to hold one’s attention.

There are three types of Satanic rituals or ceremonies incorporated
in the practice of Satanic magic. Each one of these will correspond to
a basic human emotion. According to LaVey:

The first of these rituals is called a “sex ritual.” This would be
known as a love charm or love spell. The second type of ritual or
ceremony is of a “compassionate nature.” the compassion, or
sentiment, ritual is performed for the purpose of helping others,
or helping oneself. The third ritual is “destruction.” This is a
ceremony used for anger, annoyance, disdain, contempt, or just
plain hate. It is known as a hex, or curse, or destroying agent.17

“A word of warning” follows the explanation of these ceremonies,
which states: “To those who would practice these satanic arts—
Concerning Sex or Lust: Take full advantage of spells and charms that
work.”18 LaVey proceeds to instruct, with the composition of an
accomplished pornographer, the lasciviousness that accompanies this
“religion.”

“Concerning Compassion: Be resolved that you’ll have no
regrets at the expense of the help that you have given others ...
Concerning Destruction: Be certain you DO NOT care if the
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intended victim lives or dies, before you throw your curse, and
having caused their destruction, revel, rather than feel remorse.
HEED WELL THESE RULES—OR IN EACH CASE YOU
WILL SEE A REVERSAL OF YOUR DESIRES WHICH
WILL HARM, RATHER THAN HELP, YOU!19

An unusual statement is made concerning this ritual called
“destruction” or the curse. LaVey clouds the issue when he says:
“[O]ne of the greatest fallacies about the practice of ritual magic is the
notion that one must believe in the powers of magic before one can be
harmed or destroyed by them. Nothing could be farther from the truth
(emphasis added).”20

It is indeed interesting that at this point in the Satanic Bible he
would appeal to something called truth which only belongs to the Lord
and not to Satan (Jn. 17:17). The truth (Word of God) teaches of Satan
and his followers: “Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your
father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not
in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he
speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it” (Jn. 8:44).
Truly, how could one know with assurance that he was doing anything
correctly in this Church of Satan if the truth cannot be known?

Throughout the Satanic Bible, LaVey quotes and/or makes
references to Catholic Church doctrines and practices with all their
abuses. The worst part is that he ignorantly uses them as authoritative
doctrines of the Bible and has the Catholic Church being the church of
our Lord. Here is one example LaVey uses in trying to gain credibility
for the Satanic Magic:

If religious faith and fervor can make bleeding wounds appear on
the body in approximation to the wounds supposedly inflicted on
Christ, it is called stigmata [Catholic tradition, DSH]. These
wounds appear as a result of compassion driven to an emotion-
ally violent extreme. Why, then, should there be any doubt as to
the destructive extremes of fear and terror. The so-called demons
have the power to destroy in a flesh rending manner, theoreti-
cally, as much as a handful of nails, long rusted away, can create
blood-dripping ecstasy in a person convinced he is hooked upon
the cross of Calvary.21

LaVey and his followers are fighting “straw men” that do not even
exist. The Bible never endorses nor proclaims such actions as the
Satanic Bible attempts to connect to Christ and His Word.
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INGREDIENTS USED IN
THE PERFORMANCE OF SATANIC MAGIC

“Desire” is the first ingredient. He identifies this ingredient as
“motivation, temptation, or emotional persuasion.” He advises that,
“the Satanist performs his ritual to insure the outcome of his desires.”
“Timing” is the next ingredient. It is explained: “In every successful
situation, one of the most important ingredients is the proper timing. In
the performance of a magical ritual, timing can mean success or failure
to an even greater extent. The best time to cast your spell or charm, hex
or curse is when your target is at his most receptive state.” Timing is
followed by “Imagery” and it is stressed: “... the success of any ritual
depends on it. Anything which serves to intensify the emotions during
a ritual will contribute to its success.”22 Part of the uses of imagery
consists in the creation of images. LaVey says:

To insure the destruction of an enemy, you must destroy them by
proxy! They must be shot stabbed, sickened, burned, smashed,
drowned, or rent in the most vividly convincing manner! It is
easy to see why the religions of the right-handed path frown
upon the creation of “graven images.” The imagery used by the
sorcerer is a working mechanism for material reality, which is
totally opposed to esoteric spiritually.23

LaVey concludes with two additional ingredients: “Direction” and
“The Balance Factor.” About “Direction,” he says: “One of the most
overlooked ingredients in the working of magic is the accumulation and
subsequent direction of force toward an effective end.”24 “The Balance
Factor,” says LaVey, “is an ingredient employed in the practice of
ritual magic which applies to the casting of lust and compassion rituals
more than in the throwing of a curse.”25

HOW TO BECOME
A MEMBER OF THE CHURCH OF SATAN

It is fairly simple to become a registered member of the Church of
Satan. Application forms may be found on their website. They claim a
few restrictions, but it is doubtful they would turn anyone away. They
strongly urge anyone who wishes to become a member to defend the
“satanic faith.”

We encourage each Satanist to take it upon himself to clear up
misunderstandings of our religion wherever he sees them. You
don’t have to be a member to speak for yourself as a Satanist;
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you need no authority beyond being offended by stupidity and
hypocrisy. Understand that if you wish to speak as member of
the Church of Satan, you are legally required to be a Registered
Member. In addition, don’t misrepresent yourself as being a
spokesperson for the Church unless you achieve that status. But
you can always defend Satanism as an avowed Satanist, proud
of your religion.26

To become a registered member, one must send in a one-time
registration fee of $200.00. For this the registrant will receive a crimson
card declaring him a member of the Church of Satan. There is also the
application for “Active Membership,” and again the oxymoron is used
concerning “truth.” One is requested to answer all questions on the
application form. Then, this statement is made concerning one’s
answers: “False answers are grounds for immediate termination of
membership.”27 It is pure irony for the Church of Satan to request truth,
when everyone is a god to himself. Satan, being the father of lies (Jn.
8:44), should encourage false statements concerning anyone’s
application.

MAKEUP OF THE CHURCH OF SATAN
Man has always wanted a leader, but seldom has wanted to be told

what to do. The history of Israel, from Egypt to the promised land and
beyond, points this out to us. People who would be members of the
Church of Satan believe in all that is opposed to the “Christian
Church,” i.e., as they know it to be. Satanists openly blaspheme all that
is true, holy, just, and righteous according to our Lord. Satanists claim
that their members, particularly its older members, came out of an era
when “Christianity” was taken a bit more seriously, and that they had
some sort of “Christian Indoctrination” in their childhoods. No doubt,
anyone who would be a Satanist and a member of the Church of Satan,
is someone who is looking for freedom from restrictions. Certainly, the
Christian life is not one of “freedom” to engage in sinful thoughts and
actions—it is a life of submission to the Will of God (Eph. 5:24).

LaVey does know some Scripture from the Bible, but he loves to
use it for the wrong reasons and to his advantage. He knows how the
New Testament church of the Lord left the divine path and that
denominationalism is not what we read about in the Bible. Giving his
evidence for a “New Satanic Age,” LaVey blasphemes:

Since man’s natural instincts lead him to sin, all men are sinners;
and all sinners go to hell. If everyone goes to hell, then you will
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meet all your friends there. Heaven must be populated with some
rather strange creatures if all they lived for was to go to a place
where they can strum harps for eternity.
“Times have changed. Religious leaders no longer preach that all
our natural actions are sinful. We no longer think sex is
dirty—or that taking pride in ourselves is shameful—or that
wanting something someone else has is vicious.” Of course not,
times have changed! “If you want proof of this, just look at how
liberal the churches have become. Why, they’re practicing all the
things that you preach.”
Satanists hear these, and similar statements, all the time; and
they agree wholeheartedly. But, if the world has changed so
much, why continue to grasp at the threads of a dying faith? If
many religions are denying their own scriptures because they are
out of date, and are preaching the philosophies of Satanism, why
not call it by its rightful name—Satanism?28

Again we find LaVey fighting against “straw men.” The church of
our Lord is still to “earnestly contend for the faith which was once
delivered unto the saints” (Ju. 3). Many people in today’s world have
lost confidence in the “church” because denominationalism never did
hold to the “one faith” of the Bible. Many people, like LaVey, read
their Bibles and cannot see any denominational church which can be
identified as being the church of the Bible. So, confidence is destroyed,
people see the hypocrisy for what it is, and they leave what they know
as “established religion.”

LaVey not only has done some research on denominational
preaching, he is also familiar with some denominational practices and
worship. Thus, about the worship done in some denominations, in his
Satanic Bible, LaVey concludes:

Many churches with some of the largest congregations have the
most hand-clapping, sensual music—also Satanically inspired.
After all, the Devil has always had the best tunes.29

Sadly, some of our misdirected brethren have fallen into this trap
of the devil. LaVey said it right when he said the “Devil has always had
the best tunes.”30

Congregations of our Lord have been duped into believing that
worship can be offered to God any way one pleases, as long as it
pleases the one offering the worship. We must never forget Who it is
the object of a Christian’s worship. It is God, not man. God cannot be
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praised with hand clapping and sensual music, because that is not what
he has authorized (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16-17). If we want to please God,
we must worship Him as He pleases, i.e., in “spirit and in truth” (Jn.
4:24, emphasis added). That worship which is done sincerely, earnestly,
and according to His Word.

LaVey mentions another unscriptural denominational practice.
Concerning their collection of funds in the name of God, he contends.

The fund-raising adjunct to many church bazaars is commonly
known as a carnival, which used to mean the celebration of the
flesh; now a carnival is okay because the money goes to the
church so that it can preach against the temptations of the Devil!
It will be said that these things are only pagan devices and
ceremonies—that the Christians borrowed them. True, but the
Pagans reveled in the delights of the flesh, and were condemned
by the very same people who celebrate their rituals, but call them
by different names.31

It seems somewhat strange that the very things unfaithful brethren
have been fighting to preserve (such as unscriptural worship practices)
are shown to be what Satanists have openly proclaimed. Satanists have
claimed freedom from restrictions in the same way some of our
brethren have claimed “freedom in Christ.” The Lord has authorized
collection of funds by freewill offering (1 Cor. 16:1-2), and yet some
have decided to have “fund-raisers” as a means to an end. Denomina-
tional practices such as these are unauthorized and sinful.

We ask: “Who would want to be a member of the Church of
Satan?” LaVey said; “Every man is a god if he chooses to recognize
himself as one.”32 The answer to our question is found in the heart of
anyone who refuses to submit to God’s will. When a person deviates
from the will of God, and goes about to have a religion that suits
himself, he has involved himself in “self-will-worship.” When Paul
said such “things have indeed a shew of wisdom in will worship” (Col.
2:23, emphasis added), he was not being complimentary. About those
who worship so, Jesus declares: “But in vain they do worship me,
teaching for doctrines the commandments of men” (Mt. 15:9).

Paul does not mind taking dead aim on those who, like the
Satanists, are carnal, worldly, and self-willed and refuse to acknowl-
edge God. About such, he writes:

Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, And
changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made
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like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and
creeping things. Wherefore God also gave them up to unclean-
ness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own
bodies between themselves: Who changed the truth of God into
a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the
Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen (Rom. 1:22-25).

No one should follow the course of Anton LaVey and his Church of
Satan. Be forewarned:

Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints, To
execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly
among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly
committed, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners
have spoken against him. These are murmurers, complainers,
walking after their own lusts; and their mouth speaketh great
swelling words, having men's persons in admiration because of
advantage. But, beloved, remember ye the words which were
spoken before of the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ; How that
they told you there should be mockers in the last time, who
should walk after their own ungodly lusts. These be they who
separate themselves, sensual, having not the Spirit (Ju. 14-19).

Jude was compelled to give warnings about leaving “the faith
which was once delivered unto the saints” (v.3) and about “denying the
only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ” (v. 4). Jude was written to
Christians, but, at least in principle, it also fits those who would be
members of the Church of Satan. Neither those who leave the faith nor
members of the Church of Satan will ever have peace with God.

No Christian would dare think about being a member of, or being
associated with, the Church of Satan. This openly blasphemous
religion, which rejects any responsibility and guidance from a standard
of truth, would be laughable if it were not involving so many misdi-
rected souls. This particular religion is different from other false
religions, in that most false religions have ministers transforming
themselves into “ministers of righteousness” (2 Cor. 11:13-15). The
Church of Satan openly boasts of their disregard of God the Father,
Christ the Son, the Holy Spirit, and the Bible. This false religion is easy
to identify and actually depicts the devil not as a disguised leader, but
one openly opposed to all that is true and good. Satanism is so far
removed from the revealed will of God that it is easy to see and to
avoid. But does it really matter what denomination anyone belongs to,
if it rejects God’s will?
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Paul understood the great depth of God’s love for us. Expressing
the greatness of that love, he writes: “For when we were yet without
strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly ... For if, when we
were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son,
much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life” (Rom. 5:6,
10). Christ died for us when we were “without strength” (non-Chris-
tians), “ungodly” (in the grasp of Satan), and “when we were enemies”
(hostile toward God and His Will). He loves and died, even for the
Satanists—but they must be, as we all must be, justified by an obedient
faith. “Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom. 5:1).
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